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t has been in 1. the 
of 8 1 ; F ; 
* no people are 
e ſo by Jxsuvs. 
All but theſe are ſlaves and bondmen, 1 


— 


They are free agents, free thinkers, and ſo bo 
forth, above all rule and authority, and power; ZN 
8 reſumptuous 1 they deſpiſe 
t vernment and ſpeak. evil of dignities; and ſet 
out wich the g. nd apoſ N . 


ä 
* that bought them; that is renouncing the 
ſupremacy and atonement of Jzsvs Cnxkisr, 
who is the true God and eternal life,” and 
the © one foundation which- is hid” for the 
religion and recovery of fallen man. 


Mighty philoſophers theſe in their own eſti- 
mation! but what are they in the Judgment 


of Truth? they promiſe liberty, but are tem- 


s ſelves the ſervants of corruption 3 4 they « lad | 


© in the gall of bitterneſs and Bond of iniquity ;* , 


© in the ſnare of the devil, by whom they are AY 
* en captive at his will; *and doing the work of 
him, who © was a liar and murderer from the. 
c beginning,'s in deſtroying themſelves, and 
ſpreading miſchief and miſery among their fel- 
low creatures: while God * puts his -hook in 
their noſe and his bridle on their lips, x that 
He may reſtrain their fierceneſa, and tutn it to 
his praiſe, making them inftruments (- though 
they mean not fo':) to promote his own coun-. 
n2 Pet. ii, and Epiliſe of Jude. I John v, 20. i Cor. H. 15, 
2 Pet. i, 19, Ads vith 23. f2 Tim. ii, 26. 
John vii, 44. 2 Kings xix, 28. {faiak x, 7. 
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| fel and cauſe, 0 ſtand and proſper de 
all commotions, a and which ſhall. endure for 


ever. in the conditions & the righteous and the 


Wy. 


F into ee de genen but t the righteous 
7 into life eternal.'2 "Rs a 


How great then and grievous is the bend 
of thoſe, who are the firſt and foremoſt i in their 


: pretejifions to liberty 25 l 


This is what our Lan hes iy + tellicg 2 
Jews i in the verſes preceding that of the texts 
He had ſaid to thoſe Jews, which believed 
* on Him, if ye continue in my word, ye are 

£ my .diſciples indeed; and ye ſhall know the 
 * truth, and the truth ſhall make you free.“ 
They were much offended at this, and an- 

* ſwered Him, we are Abraham's feed, and 
© were never in bondage to any man: how 
ſayeſt thou, ye ſhall be made free? Jeſus 
* anſwered them, verily verily I ſay unto you, 
© whoſoever committeth ſin is the ſervant. of 
* ſin.” This holds good with regard to Jew 
| BS. Om 


> &'» * f Mat. XXV, 46. 


17 % „ 
and Greek, high and low, rich and poor, what, 


ever country they belong-to, whatever religion 15 

| they profeſs, or whatever opinions they main- 
tain, © whoſoever committeth- fin? i is a real ſlave 
under the worſt of maſters, he is © the ſervant 
of fin: and the ſervant abideth not in the houſe . 9 65 

« for ever—he may be bought or ſold or dif- = 
miſſed at the will of his maſter—\ the Soy 
L abideth for ever —his right is indiſſ putable 


and independant, it is by ritmeof eee 5 


as a Son,* that he is and muſt Os 7 


of * his Father. 


12 Wr Som THEREFORE SHALL [MAKE 
You FREE, YE SHALL. Ir RR M bd. 


Our fabject i is chriſtian Gn what i it is 
in land who i that confers. 


Chriſtian . is eee fs, fi, Fi 
| which is our GIF ſh from the . 
which i the wags of | 18 


* © 


E 3 
b e A 


* 
it was poſs. 


| _— and enjoyed by our nature, let us read : 
the two firſt chapters of ny; and contem- ; 
„„ 
| provided for his uſe and benefit; he had nothing 
witheld from him but a ſingle tree, as the in- 


te en of * that knowledge, which is 
wonderful and high for us, and to which, 
owever we may aſpire after it, we can never 
« attain.” It is a knowledge, which belongs to 
God himſelf, and is part of * that glory, which 
He will not give to another. Being the Maker 
of angels and men He is the one Judge of ' | 
what is © good and evil' for both, and requires 
only of both * to be contented with ſuch things 
< as they have, and ſuch as He knows to be 
convenient for their reſpective © eſtates and ha- 
* bitations.” Had man continued in this ſtate, 
be had been : free indeed,” neither the dupe: 
ou . * of error or . buy — in 


« Plalm exxxix. 6. 


bis 3 under the direeden and lid wel of 
à Being, whoſe wiſdom power and n Ty 


found it's way into his heart and enſlaved him, 
puffed him up with. idle ſpeeulations and dür 


1 6 1 


ace infinite; aud with whom is no variable 
n neſs: neither ſhadow of turning. But ſin 


conceits, ye ſhall be as Gods knowing both 
good and evil; and reduced him to the con- 
dition of a condemned priſoner under ſentence 
af death: in ſuch a condition it retains. his poſs 


terity, till the * ſtronger and the ſecond man, 
who is the Lord from Heaven, ſet them 


free; reigning moſt over thofe, Who think 
the leaſt of it's influence, and the beſt of them- 
ſelves; it poſſeſſes and engages our time and 


5 bir. the hg and exertions 3 of aur 1 


. For the truth of theſe | vncbling e 
we appeal not to the lives of the ungodly me 
profane, of the idle and diſſqlute, who are 


openly and avowedly in the habits and under 


the dominion of fin, but to the examples of 


the decent and honeſt, he wu and the proſ- 
n 


V of chele, who in a the emphatical lans 
age of the Pfalmiſt, do well: to themſelves, 


Land are: praiſed of all.“ What is it that 
gives motion to the active and elevation to the 


eminent, that ſets their ſprings at work, that 
| ealls forth ehe efforts of their genius, and the 


labour of their hands it is fin. What is the 


God which they worſtip and ſerve ? — it is ſelf. 
The ground of a certain rich man brought 


forth plentifully: and he - thought within 
« himſelf. ſaying, what ſhall I do, becauſe 1 
© have no room where to beſtow my fruits ? 


and he ſaid this will I do: I will pull down 


© my barns and build greater; and there will I 


goods, laid up for many years, take thine eaſo, 


cat, drink, and be merry. But God faid unto 


4 him, thou fool, this night ſhall thy ſoul be re- 


© quired of thee; then whoſe ſhall thoſe things 


© be which: thou haſt provided ? So is he that 
e layeth up tre ure for himſelf, and is not rich 


*, I a A * * 
4 4 
* 0 F 14 


1 „„ E io Serif F711 
"6 7 . 
> „. Luke xii, 16-21, 


„ 1 % & 


© beſtow” all my fruits and my goods: and 1 
* will ſay to my ſoul,— Soul, thou haſt much 


".-M e . #5) „Run what was 'the evil of | 


a. 


* 


069, 


this character! 5 It could be no hain nnn 
no harm to be ſucceſsful, no harm that his 

eſtate was productive, no harm to propoſe to . 
himſelf eaſe and cheerfulneſe, when exempt 

from the neceſſity of living by the ſweat of his 
brow ; but the evil was that he wor ſhipped and 


ſerved the *© creature” inſtead of the © Creator? 
that he laid up treaſure to himfelf ? and was 


not rich towards © God; and of courſe When 
death ſeized him it proved him to be a fool, 


* it took away his gods, and he had nothing 
© left.” There is no character more common 
than this, they who have the moſt of this 
world's goods are often the leaſt thankful to 


Him, who giveth all things richly to enjoy: 
Oe i can paſs for the beſt fort of men in the 
world, and be without God in it too: but how- 
erer honeſt, induſtrious, deſerving, amiable and 
fo forth they may be in the ſight of men, they 
are groſsly defective in the fight of God, who | 
hath inſcribed * one thing thou lackeſt” upon 
every one of them. Meaſure them by the 
word of God, and you diſcover at once the 
great defect in their character. Propoſe to 


them the law of the Moſt High, , which faith, 
5 RM thou 


* 


+*. 
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2 thou ſhalt love the Lord thy. God with all 
I thy heart, mind, ſoul and ſtrength, and thy 
. neighbour as thyſelf,” and they cannot but 
aſſent to it with the ſcribe, and acknowledge, 
c Well maſter, thou haſt ſaid the truth. But d 
bring this truth and their character together, 
examine the « one by the other, and the conclu- 
| Hon muſt be, that if one is right the other is 
wrong. How then does the law. of the Moſt 
High affect them ? It proves them guilty, and 
worketh wrath ; it excites in them concu- 
piſcence to break it, and enmity againſt the 
God who gave it, and drives them back to their 
old principles and habits, their old ways of 
thinking and acting, which they oppoſe to the 
will and word of Jehovah. But go a ſtep 
further, and propoſe to then the Goſpel of the 
ever bleſed God, the glad tidings of wa: 

joy that there is a SAvIouR, CuRIST Jesus 

i the Lonp,'* that He hath © redeemed 3 

from the curſe of the law, be ng made a curſe 

. for us; . that He i is am ahty to p rJon and 

| ſubdue, our iniquities, and that after the Prieſt 

. C „ and 


* mee its; , OR 10 
— Mark XU, 32. Luke ul, 10. - Gal. ul, 13. 


— 


© and Levite have paſſed by the wounded a 
dying traveller, and left him as they found 
him, in his fins and in his blood, here is the 
good Samaritan with his oil and wine, with his 
ſpirit and with his blood to heal him, and with 
the word of his grace, ſaying unto him, © live,” 


If the moral law, which came by Moſes,” 


\ condemns you, and * the ceremonial law can- 
© not purge your conſcience,” here is C Grace? 
and © Truth' by © Jesus CHRIST! to deliver 
you. ** Come unto me all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden and I will give you reſt; take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am 


© meck and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find 


© reſt unto your ſouls. For God ſo loved the 
world that He gave his only begotton Son, 
© that whoſoever believeth in Him ſhould not 

« periſh but have everlaſting life. Surely here 
is the voice of the charmer, but there is a 


deaf adder which poiſons and ſtops our cars, 
* ſo that they refuſe to hear, charm He ever 


ſo wiſely. It is impoſſible to receive this Goſ—- 


pel and retain our N 5 Why do the 


c heathen 


n Sec. John, i, 17. * b Mat. xi, 28. John i, 16. | 


"0 


N 

heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
_ © thing? The Kings of the earth ſet them- 
« ſelves, and the rulers take counſel together 
* againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt,” * It 
ſeems a common cauſe in which Kings and 
Gentiles, rulers and people, who are oppoſed 
to each other on many occaſions, are firmly 
united together; and why ?—the reaſon is put 
into their own mouths ; let us break their 
bands aſunder and caſt away their cords from 
©us.” The" bands and cords' are the things 
which we diſlike. The fin, which keeps us in 
bondage, perſuades us that we are free, and that 
religion would deprive us of our freedom ; that 
we are rich and increaſed with goods, and 
that religion would take them away. * There 
© came one running, and kneeled to Jeſus, and 
© aſked Him, Good Maſter, what ſhall I do 
* that T may inherit eternal life? And Jeſus 
© faid unto him, why calleſt thou me good? 


there is none good but one, that i is God. Thou 
= *© knoweſt the commandments, do not commit 


Li N do not kill, do not ſteal, do not 
Ea. * bear 


8 _ ji, 1, c. 


- — Kr — ͤ—— . — — a 2 N 
- - — — — — N 


L Hf 
© bear falſe witneſs, defraud not, honour thy 55 


father and mother. And he ſaid to him, all 
« thele things have I obſerved from my youth * 


Now. here was a virtuous. and valuable man, 
1uch as attracted the eſteem and. admiration of . 


Jeſus; „ then Jeſus beholding, loved him“ 
There cannot be a more honourable teſtimony - 


to his character, tor the Holy Ghoſt always. 


means M hat He fays, and theretore authoriſes | 


us to infer from this plain expreſſion, that Jeſus 


actually loved this amiable young man; and 


© He ſaid unto him, one thing thou lackeſt: go 
thy way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt and give 


* to the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in 


heaven: and come, take up thy croſs. and 


follow me. And he was fad at that laying 
© and went away grieved, for he had great poſ- 
© {; ſſions. Now what was it that could in- 


duce this man to reject ſuch an offer? the 


offer of treaſure i in heaven, and of Jrsus 


ho loved him? as his Lord and portion! It L 
Was ſin, which ſhackled, fettered, and blinded 
him. If our Goſpel be hid,” faith * St. Paul, 


8 It 


* Mark x, 17, Ec. 
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© It is hid to them that are loſt; in whom the 
© God of this world: hath blinded the minds of 
6 them that believe not, leſt the light of the 
« glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image 
c of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 2. "Chriſtian 
freedom is deliverance from this bondage. The 
Truih, which. makes us free, is the miniſtra- 
tion of the * Spirit? to open the eyes, the ears, | 
and the heart; to remove all things that of- 
fend, and ſet the believer at liberty to embrace, 
to follow, and to enjoy what he knows to be 
true. If you will look into the third chapter 
of St. Paul's ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
vou will find an account. of the. Goſpel, as it is 
the miniſtration of the SeiRIT,- and. as. it 
finds i its Way into the | hearts of them that re- 
cCeive it: you will find alſo the bondage and 
q liberty, of which we have been ſpeaking, con- 
traſted together, and exemplified in the preſent 
and future deſtinics of the Jewiſh people. 
= The vail over the face of Moſes, when he 
4 : EFF them. their law, Was a ſign, that o they 
could not look to the end, of that which. * 
« aboliſhed. 


| 20 Be 2 Co. iv, 3. 4. 


„ 414 

© aboliſhed. But their minds were blinded; 
©* for until this day remaineth the ſame vail un- 
taken away in the reading of the Old Teſta- 
ment; which vail is done away in CnRIST. 
© But even unto this day, when Moſes is read, 
© the vail 1s upon their heart. Nevertheleſs 
* when it ſhall turn to the Lord the vail thall be 
© taken away. Now the Lord is that SPIRIT, 
and where the SPIRIT of the Lord is, there 
© is liberty.“ Here then is Chriſtian freedom, 
where the Almighty Spirit removes every ob- 
ſtruction, opens and enlarges the heart, gains 

admiſſion for the faithful ſaying, which i 
_ © worthy of all acceptation, gives us a ſight of 
the Lord's Glory in the mirror of his word, 
and liberty © to run the way of his command- 
ments, which approve themſelves to his 


image in the inner man. But we all with 


open face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 
© the Lord, are changed into the ſame ima ge, 
5 * from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 7 
Lord. By theſe operations of the Spirit, 
. 1 one 0 that is called in the Lord is the 
: Ay TOES 


ha _— * 
N Cor. Ui, 13, &c. 


{ 15 ] : 
6 Lord's Fommin, 8 of courk ceaſes to. be 
c ſervant of men. . He has nothing to do 


W with their traditions, rudiments, opinions and 


faſhions, he is above and independent of all, 
and has only to © underſtand. what the will of 
the Lord is and to follow i it. The. pooreſt 
diſciples of Chriſt have this freedom, and enjoy 
it ; you may produce your reaſons, ridicule, 
and threats againſt them, you may bind and 
impriſon them, but ſtill they are free; neither 
the darkneſs of midnight, nor the drearineſs of 
1 dungeon can prevent the entrance and influ- 
ence of light and life in their ſouls; they can 
riſe, to prayer and praiſe, and * mount with 
« wings as eagles in the ſublime exerciſes of 
faith and devotion ; they can reſt and expatiate 
in the preſence of God as in their proper ele- 
ment; the Lord is at hand to feed, to help, and 
to bleſs them, to work ſo that none. ſhall let, 
N and to keep them in his hands, ſo that none 
4 ſhall pluck them out ; oth and unfet- 
oth tered they run without wearineſs, and walk 
with- 


21 Cor. Vit, 22. 


* 18 1 
withont Rinting 3 they Are, in the language of 
the text, . free indeed. „ 


I have dwelt * upon this topic, ce con- 
deiting it to be an eſſential part of true liberty 
to be free from prejudice, to ſay, that * whereas 
©] was blind now I ſce, and that © Jesvs hath 


opened mine eyes. And what will ſuch 
light diſcover ? © the hidden things of darkneſs, 


© the counſels of a heart, which have been 
© only and continually evil,” and the © law* which 
is © ſpiritual,” but has long been without it's 

effect ee the gloſſes and * traditions of 
© men.” Being © renewed: in knowledge, after | 


© the image of Him that created me, ] muſt | 


aſſent to the © law that is holy, juſt and good, 
but having been broken it can only condemn 
me, and giving to fin it's power to bind and 
deſtroy, it is called * the ſtrength of fin.” De- 
hverance from this is Chriſtian freedom: 2 the 
1 * of the uw of We in Chriſt Jelus hath 


wh made 


2 John IX, 


ps 17 1 
id made me ſtce from che law of fin and death. is 
A believer is not under the law, but under 
Grace, and therefore * fin hath not dominion 
« over him,“ it neither faſtens him to the earth - 
nor cries againſt him to heaven. St. Paul in 
the ſeventh chapter of His Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans repreſents us as allied and fubject to the 
law, as a wife is bound to her huſband: as 
* long as her huſband liveth, ſhe cannot be 
© married to another, but her huſband being 
dead, ſhe is free from that law. He illuſ- 
ttates by this fimilitude the different ſtates of 
men by nature and Grace, of bondage under 
the law, and liberty under the Goſpel. © Where- 
© fore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to 
© the law by the body of Chriſt; that ye ſhould 
be married to another, to Him who is raiſed 
© from the dead, that we ſhould bring f forth. 
fruit unto God. For when we were in the 
© fleſh, the motions of fins which were by the 
= * law did work in our members to bring forth 
= "fruit unto death: but now we are delivered 


were held', The apoſtle proceeds to deſcribe | 
the effects of the law where it is known and 
applied by the Spirit with it's Per, force and 
efficacy; * fin abounds by it, and becomes 
© exceeding ſinful: ſuppoſing that there is an 


power exiſts, the preſence of evil, inſeparable 
lament, O wretched, man that 1 am! who 


But he riſes above the law, and thanks God 

through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: and begins 
the next chapter with a plain concluſion drawn 
from the contents of this, there i is therefore 
© now no condemnation to. them that are in 


a Chriſt Jeſus. 


Q not under the law, but under Grace? . Gad 


— . 
— — — _ > 5 —— — - 
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from the law, that being dead, wherein we 


inclination to obey it while it's condemning 


from the propenſity to good: leaves him only to 


« ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ?* 


What then? Shall we 1 becauſe we are 


* forbid,” As creatures we have great obliga- 
tions to God, as Chriſtians infinitely more, © ye 
4 are bought with a a price, therefore glorify 


God in your — and in — ſpirit, which 
are 


. 10 


are God's. If we know CHRIST as a Savi- 


\ 


our, we muſt hate the fins for which He ſuf- 


fered in proportion as we love Him © who bare 
them in his own body upon the tree,” and 
ſuffered ſo much upon their account. If © the 
« ſame mind be in us, which was alſo in 
c CuRIsT Jes us, our delight muſt be, like 
His, i in the law of the Lord, which He © came 
into the world to fulfil? and by which obedi- 
ence alone, we can be made righteous before 
God. The language of faithfulneſs to God is, 
O that my ways were made ſo direct, that 
I might keep thy commandments! O that 
thy law were ſo written upon my in ward parts 
that no thought or deſire of my heart might 
wander from Thee! but if this be not the caſe, 
= asl could wiſh, ſhall 1 therefore deſpair ? ſhall 
11 ſuppoſe that I am not juſtified from all things, 
becauſe I am not ſanctified wholly ? God for- 
bid. Let me learn from my daily wanderings, 
7 | from the conſtant preſence of evil, from fin 


WW dwelling in me, and from it's law in my mem- 


bers, to doubt, diſtruſt, and abhor myſelf; but 
IEA God 


2 1 Cor, vi. 20. 


/ 


( 
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God forbid, that I ſhould doubt ar diſtruſt my 
© Redeemer: no fall can be finallyruinous . 
but departure from Him. 


Here is the Chriſtian's freedom from the 
law—he conſents to it that it is good, he ad- 
mits it as a rule of life in it's ſpiritual application 
to the inmoſt receſſes of the ſoul, and aſpires 
after that love which is the fulfilling / of it: but 
though he trangreſſes it through ſurpriſe or infir- 
mity ſeven times and ſeventy times ſeven in a 
day, he will never acknowledge it's right as a 
covenant of works to condemn him ; he is di- 
vorced from it, dead to it, and married and alive 
unto 3 even unto Jeſus, who is raiſed 

unto David as a righteous branch, who hath 
executed judgment and juſtice in the earth, who 
is never ſeen by his church but as the author of 
ſalvation and ſafety, and who is ever known 
and invoked by his proper, his glorious name, 
Jenovan our RICOHTREOUSsN ESS. Chriſtian 
- preaching therefore does not conſiſt in ſaying, 
you muſt be this or do this, but in lifting up 
Jesvs Cnxistr and faying, © believe on Kim 

and thou ſhalt be faved; go in peace, thy 
« faith 


1 


(faith hath made thee whole, as found and ſafe 
as the everlaſting ſtrength and righteouſneſs, as 
the faithfulneſs and fullneſs of the Godhead can 
make thee, What a life then of freedom and 
independence is that, which is lived in the 
« fleſh by the faith of the Son of God, who 
© loved me and gave himſelf for me.“ . It is 
a life which no law human or divine can find 
fault or meddle with. © The Lord is my life 
and my falvation, whom then fhall I fear? 
the Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of whom 
_ © then ſhall I be afraid? * Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect, it is God 
* that juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth? 
* itis CHRIS that died, yea rather that is riſen | 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
© who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. Surely 
it may be faid that * againſt ſuch there is no 
law,” that © their warfare is accompliſhed,” that 
* their iniquity is pardoned, and. that they 
blaue received of the Lord's hand double for 
all their fins:** that God * hath reconciled 
: dem to himſelf completely and for ever 
in 


* Gal. ii. 20. » Pf. xvi. 1, Rem. vii. 33, Kc. #16, xl. 2. 


( 22 ] 
; in the body of his fleſh through Seath, to pre- 
« ſent them holy and umblameable and unre- 


© proveable in 5 ſight, 


Ul 


Jo continue in this faith grounded and ſet- 
© tled, and not to be moved away from the 
hope of the Goſpel,” what is it, but, in the 

language of the text, to wy © free indeed? 1 


Where ſin does not enſlave, und the law 
does not condemn, there death has loſt it's 
ech wants. ©, death, where is thy ſting? O 
grave, where is thy victory? the ſting of 
© death is fin; and the ſtrength of fin is the 
, law. But thanks be to God, which g giveth 
© us the victory through. our Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt,”* This is the langnage of perfect 
freedom, and when the tongue is looſed to uſe 
it, and the heart enlarged to enjoy it, they will 
not be fettered or ſilenced by pain, diſeaſe, in- 
firmity, or the approach of 11 in ally ſhape 
or r form. | | 7 
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12 We read of thoſe, who through fear of 
death are all their life-time ſubject to bon- 


dage.“ This muſt be the lot of all who are 


partakers of fleſh and blood, and the moſt that 


they can do is to get rid of this fear for a ſea- 


ſon: ithe cares riches and pleaſures of life 


may ſuppteſs the thought of dying, but the 


reality, the awful reality, ſtill remains: and who 


are froe from the fear and power of it, but they 


who believe in Jeſus? of whom it is written, 


* that forasmuch as the children are partakers 
* of fleſh and blood, He alſo himſelf took part 
of the ſame, that through death he might 


_ © deſtroy: him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil, and deliver them who through 


* fear of death were all their life time ſubject to 
bondage. Who ſaith of Himſelf, I am 


4 


the Reſurtection and the Life, he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet 
ſhall he live, and whoſoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me ſhall never die:“ and who fai 
to Gar rs (becauſe 1 FRO ve ſhall live 
Co (4 Fr, 15 ali. 


_ Heb, ii. 14, 15. 


1 N 
t alſo. This is what the Apoſtle calls delivers 
ance from the * bondage of corruption into the 
* glorious liberty (or liberty of glory) of the 
© children of God; for which they, who have 
* the firſt fruits of the Spirit, are groaning within 
* themſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
© the redemption of their body. A wonderſul 
ſtate of enlargement this | in which / crying and 
forrow and pain ſhall be no more, in which we 
ſhall be like God, incorruptible, immortal, 
glorious, and ſee Him as He is. 


Who but a Chriſtian can cheriſh ſuch hopes 
as theſe? and yet who, but one that has them, 
can pretend to be fret? unleſs it be freedom to 
© be reſerved in everlaſting chains under dark neis 
to the judgment of the great day, to be bound 
hand and foot and caſt into outer darkneſs, 
and to be ſuffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. o Theſe words may ſeem to you as idle 
tales, and you may believe them not; but they 
are the words of the © Holy Ghoſt,” to deſcribe 


the miſeries of thoſe, who ſin againſt God, | 
whether 


Rom. viii. 21, 23. See Epiſtle of Jude and Mat. xxii. 13. 


A 

whether angels or men; and thoſe of us, who 
© know not God, and obey not the goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed ' 
3 with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 
© of the Lord and from the glory of his power.“ 
While theſe ſhall be in cloſe confineinent, 
barred within the iron gates of hell, to come 
out no n more, gnaſhing their teeth and gnawing 
their tongues, blaſ pheming the God of heaven; 
and never repenting to give Him glory ; they 
on the other hand, whoſe hearts the Lord 
© hath opened that they have attended to the 
ws things which were ſpoken by Him,” they who 
have * fled for refuge to Jeſus Chriſt that they 
Ae might be juſtified by the faith of Him, they 
Who have been delivered from this pi eſent e 

world, and have walked at liberty in the way | 
of God's commandments, they ſhall be ranging 
at large in the bright regions of eternal day, 
| they Hall | be finging hallelujahs to the Lord 
od omnipotent, and rejoicing in Him who 
hath ſaved them with an everlaſting ſalvation: 


in a word, for ever releaſed from ſhame and 7 
Ms forrow, 


A 3. Theſf. 1 3 


1 8 
ſorrow, and for ever crowned with ben and 
righteouſneſs, they are free indeed,” . 


Such: is ; Chriſtian e from the ſervice 
of fin, the curſes of the law, and horrors of 
death : and who is He that confers this. free- 
dom upon us? it is the ! Son the Son of 


- God and the Son of man. | 65 


A Ste Nome "this, which is above 
every: name! deſeriptive of One, who by the 
union of two natures in Himſelf is perfect God 
and perfect man: and who by his office is the 

head of God's family, © the firſt begotten of 
8 © every creature? in it, the one ſurety a and repre- 
ſentative of the whole, bringin g God to men and 
men to God, making the offended Majeſty. of 
heaven a reconciled F ather, and making thoſe, 

* who are by nature children of wrath, the 
2 children of God by the faith of Himſelf? - 1 


1 hat we may conceive rightly of Him, hoe 
| office it is to wake his people free, as well as 
* of thoſe who are made ſo by Him, we muſt at- 


tend to the diſtinction between a Servant and 
*a Son: 


% a 1 aq 
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* a Son and remember that ſervants 1 in thoſe 
days were moſtly ſlaves. The Servant abideth f 
© not in the houſe for ever, but the Son abideth | 
* for ever. If the Son therefore ſhall make you 
© free, ye ſhall be free indeed, ” This diſtinc- | 
tion is molt beautifully marked i in the very ele- 
gant epiſtle of St. Paul to Philemon; which 8 
was wrote in the behalf of a ſervant, who had 
run away from his maſter: who had perhaps 

heen taken up as a vagrant at Rome, and im- | 
priſoned with St. Paul: who had certainly heard 

the Apoſtle and believed him; and is therefore 
ſtiled by him my ſon Oneſimus, whom! have 


© begatten in my bonds.“ The Apoſtle would £4 


have retained him with himſelf as one that had 
and might have been profitable to him, but he 
| ſends him back to his proper maſter ; for the 

Goipel does. not countenance diſobedience and 
rebellion, confuſion and diſorder ; it does not 
infringe upon God's conſtitution of things, the 


| F difſſtinctions of maſter and ſervant, of high and 
of low, of rich and of poor; diſtinctions ſo eſ- 


ſential to the good and happineſs of this world, 
th it no nation or community ever has ſubſiſted 
„ without 


4 * 
" a. 
ED - „ 


1” 28 1 
witdigut them or ever will. Let every man, 
« abide in the ſame calling wherein he was 
The called, Art thou called a ſervant or a ſlave? 
: care 1 not for it: if thou mayeſt be made free,” | 
not by violence, but by an act of him who 
hath a right to make thee ſo, « uſe it rather, 
For he that i is called in the Lord being a ſer- 
© vant is the Lord's free-man : likewiſe alſo he 
8 that is called being free. is Chriſt's ſervant: 
c being bought with the price of his blood.” * 
With theſe views the Apoſtle ſends Oneſi- 
mus to Philemon, beſeeching | him at the ſame 
time to receive him, not now as a ſervant, 
: but above a ſervant, a brother beloved, ſpe- 


a cially to me, but how much more to N 
5 both 1 in the fle and in the Lord 15 


e let. us 4 Fs difference between a 
ſervant and a ſon, and the diſtinction conferred 
upon thoſe, - who receive their freedom from 
the © Son of Gop.* His office may be learnt 
from his name, it is to make them that love 
Him f the ſons and daughters of the Almighty, 
K 5 no 


i, Cor, Yil, 21, 22, 23. | 


ö 


[ 29 1 
no less (and they cannot be more) than par- 


| takers with Himſelf: For which cauſe He 
is not aſhamed to call them bretliren, s, 


- will declare thy name unto my brethren, in 
the midſt of the church will 1 ſing! praiſe un- 


to Thee; and, again, behold I 5 the chil- 
* dren which God hath given me.“ We are 
by nature ſervants of the law, which faith, this 
do and thou ſhalt live; of fin, having obeyed it, 

and therefore ſubject to death: as ſuch, we 
may be in the houſe of God for a time, but 
we cannot be there for ever. We may be in 
the world, which may be conſidered as the 
houſe of Him that made it, built and fitted by 
Himſelf for the reception and reſidence of 
man; but we are not here for ever; 35 when we 
have lived our time, and performed our taſk, 

we are diſmiſſed, and heard of no more. We 
may find our way alſo into the houſes of God 


upon earth, in which the good and the bad, the 
& wheat and the tares, are gathered and growing 


| together, but when the harveſt of the earth 
Worn: ** me I and God? 'thal command his 
angels 


? Heb. ii, 11, 12, 13. 


[ 30 by 
© angels to put in their ſickles and reap, when 
He ſhall appear as the Judge of all men, to diſ- 
 tinguith between the righteous and the wicked, 
1 between him that ſerveth God and him that 
« ſerveth him not, then the fervant ſhall be 
diſcharged from his houſe, and be neither ö 
heard nor thought of in heaven. But if the 
Son has made us free, He has taken us into 
union with Himſelf, admitting us to his table 
in the houſe and preſence of his father, He 
hath given us in that houſe * a place and a 
name better than of ſons and of daughters, 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and 
6 eg. a footing and an eſtabliſhment, to 
which our title is clear, and which none can 
diſpute or deſtroy. Children may commit 
offences, (and who can tell how oft he offend- 
eth) but it is the F ather's office not to turn 
them out, but to bear with them, nat to leave 
or forſake, but to reprove, chaſten, and cor- 
rect them; they may be ignorant, but it is 
the Father's office to teach and inſtruct. them; 
they may need conſtant tuition and care, but 


they are © heirs o God and joint heirs with 
5 8 Chriſt, 


2 Chriſt, £ and | it is s the Father' s "olfice fo pre- 
ſerve and prepare them for glory; in a word, 


they are free of his houſe, and have a right to 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, one thing have 1 de- 
* fired of the Lord, that will T ſeek after, that 
I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the 
« days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 


Lord, and to enquire in his ternple. Surely 


Re goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me all the 


4 days of my life, and 1 ll dwell in tlie houſe 


c of the Lord 225 erer. „ 


« "Ir THE Son THEREFORE SHALL MAKE 
< vou 7 FREE, YE SHALL BE FREE INDEED,” 


* 
©, £4 „„ 
1 1 IA 


Men and brethren, i is not this liberty far 


3 to that, which has the r name without 


the nature of freedom ? which ſerves only as a 
watch word for the idle and ſeditious, to in- 
flame your paſſions, diſtract your minds, and 
diſturb your peace; to excite in you falſe 
alarms of i imaginary evils, and fooliſh Cconceits 
of j ee good 1 and which, could it do 
all 


« Plalm xx vn, 4. xxiii, 6, 


- 


[ 32 ] 
al that it pretends, for. you in this life, leaves 
you juſt where it found you as to all proſpetts 
of another ; born in fin, children of wrath, | 
priſoners and captives, under the law which. 
you have broken, liable to be ſeized and caſt 
into priſon, there to be kept and tormented for 
ever! If the Bible be true, this 1 is the condi- 
tion of all the children of Adam, and. none are 
delivered from it, but they who believe that 

« Jeſus is the Chriſt the ſon of the living God,” 


Haſt thou then believed Teh 1 not, 
thou art yet in thy ſins, if in ſins, of courſe in 
chains; thoſe chains are the chains of darkneſs; 
and, except broken in this life, they are everlaſt- 
ing. Kind and gentle reader, a fellow creature 
and fellow ſinner with myſelf, the Lord Jeſus 
« forgiveth ſins, and looſeth the priſoners ;* ; 
may He ſhew thee thy want of Him and. make 
1” thee free 


Is it thy complaint then, * I am fo faſt in 
© priſon that I cannot get forth? O wretched 
© man that I am, who ſhall deliver me- from the 
| body 
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C body of this death? Believe in the tld - 
= * Jeſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be -faved ; take 
his yoke upon thee and learn of Him, and 
© thou ſhalt know the truth, and the truth 
ſhall make thee free; aſk of Him and He 
| © ſhall ſend thee a comforter, the Spirit of 
* Truth, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
0 there 1 Is liberty. | 


"Ori is it thy happy lot to hiws believed in 
Jeſus through grace, and ſo to have obtained 
this freedom? You will not ſay, as the chief 
captain did to Paul, with a great ſum ob- 
| < tained I this freedom, for you have it © with- 
out money and without price; but you may 
| fay with Paul, I was free born. Begotten to 
© a lively hope through the Goſpel,* and © born 
not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, 
* by the word of God which liveth and abideth 
for ever, juſtified freely by his grace through 
che redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus, I 
have acceſs by faith into that grace, in which 
* I ſtand,” and rejoice in the hope of the glory 
of God. As a * fellow citizen n with the faints 
7 : and 


TOY 


and of the houſhold of God,” 7 Jools beyond 
7 this world and live above i it. 1 confeſs myſelf 


* a ſtranger and pilgrim upon earth, and deſire 


© a better country that is a heavenly,” and I ex- 


pet glorious liberty and perfect peace in a city 
which hath foundations, whoſe builder and 


| maker! is God, 


* Happy are the people that are'in ſuch a 


0 ere the people whoſe _ is the 
Lord! 1 


4 Lt ſuch be addrefied. in Os words af the 
Apoſtle, * ſtand faſt therefore in the liberty 
7 where with Chriſt hath made us free, and be 
* not entangled again with the yoke of bon- 
© dage.” Fall not from grace, by ſeeking 
righteouſneſs from the law, or happineſs from 
a condemned and dying world; keep your 


Bible and read it, and ſhew that you are free to 
obey and enjoy it, that yu are here throughly 


furniſhed unto all good works, and want no 


other book t to direct your aa in n thin life, 
Or 


as Gal. V. I. 


1 35 be 


or your way to another. That your religion i s, 
* to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus as in your God and 
Saviour, and to have no confidence in the 
* fleſh; to be ſubject dne to another in loge,” 


and to be * clothed with humility :* that your 


politics are, to * pray for Kings and all that 
© are in authority, that you may lead quict and 
© peaceable lives in all godlineſs and honeſty ; 
to ſtudy to be quiet and mind your own bu- 
« ſineſs, and to labour, working with your 
hands that which is good; to obey magiſ- 
© trates, and be ready to every good work: that 
your profeſſion is, to be * free, and not uſing 
your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſiieſs, but 
| © as the ſervants of God:“ and that the com- 
| mandments which you have received from 
Him, your one Maſter and Lord, are, to ho- 
© nour all men: to love the brotherhood: to 
| © fear God: and to honour the King,” 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 
vifible, the only wiſe God, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, in one Jehovah, be honour and 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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EPISTLE to the ROMANS il, 2 22, 23, 24. 


FOR THERE Is NO DIFFERENCE. FOR ALL HAVE SINNED, 
| AND COME 6HORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD; BEING Jus. 
TIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE THROUGH" THE REDEMP- 
TION THAT 18 IN CHRIST r JESUS, | 


Tou. cry of the als is Liberty and Equa- 
lity; words of excellent i import, but liable, 
like moſt things that are good in their kind, to 
abuſe and perverſion. As to liberty civil and 
religious, it is truly valuable, and it is enjoyed 
in it's utmoſt extent in our country, where 
law is eſtabliſhed to regulate the conduct of 
thoſe in authority, and to protect the perſons, 
W and n of all; and where the 

-_ - - Scripture 


1 | 

Scripture is eſtabliſhed to regulate the conduct 
of religious teachers, ſo that nothing can be 
impoſed upon us as an article of faith,” but 
what is found in Scripture and to be proved 
c thereby.” * Change this conſtitution in church 
or ſtate, and ſubſtitute the paſſions and fancies 
of men, inſtead of the law in the one, and the 
Bible in the 'other, and we are a nation of | 
ſlaves, to be conſumed and devoured bne of 
anodſer. 


But the erh, which bas bak the beck 
of a former diſcourſe, is of a ſpecies far ſupe- 
rior to that, which, however excellent in it's 
kind, and however it has deſervedly the name 
of freedom, extends to this life only, and is of 
courſe confined within the narrow circle 'of 
* three ſcore years and ten. K is Chriſtian 
© liberty,” which has employed my pen, and 
which has never been obtained but only from 
* the CurIsT the Son of the living God.“ It 
conſiſts in freedom from iy which enſlaves u, 

n On 


81 
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2 See Gth, 20th and 21K Articles of the Church of England, | 


10 
from the law which condemns us, and from 
the death which is due to us. | 


To the ſame book, where I have ſearched 
for © liberty,” I have had recourſe. for equality 
alſo, and I would fain preſent it to the reader 
as I found it. As to the concerns of this life, 
it is eſſential to the being and well-being of 
ſociety, that there ſhould be differences and 
diſtinctions in the ranks, orders, and ſtations of 
men; they are clearly marked in the Bible, 


— 
by 


and many of the commandments of God are 
founded upon them; But as to grand and 
eternal concerns © there is no difference; and 
if no difference, there is of courſe equality ; 
and to what may this word be applied with- 
cut detriment to any, and with profit to all? 
It may be applied to human nature, it may be 
applied to divine grade : we are levelled by the 
one, for all have ſinned, and come ſhort 
* of the glory of God;? we are levelled by the 
other, being juſtified freely by his grace 
| * through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
Firſt 
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'F irſt of all then, there is no difference be- 
tween us as creatures; for have we not all 
one Father? Hath not one God created us? 
It is our fin and reproach to be ignorant of 


Him, who is not far from every one of us: 
7 for in him we live and move and are; and 


it is no credit to the wiſdom of this world, 
that it could erect nothing at Athens, T but an 
© altar with this inſcription, To TAE . UN= 
©xnowN Gop. Whom therefore ye igno- 
* rantly worſhip,” faith St. Paul, Him declare 


] unto you. God that made the world and 


© all things therein, ſeeing that He is Lord of 

© heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands; neither is worſhipped with 
mens hands as though He needed any thing, 


_ © ſeeing He giveth to all life and breath and all 


things; and hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth. Here then is perfect equality, and 
were it felt as it ought to be, it would unite 


the whole earth in one language and ſpeech, 


O come, let us worſhip and HOW Os. and 
_ kneel 


® Malachi 5, 10. > Ads xvii 23, lc. 


| Þ 41 5 
e kheel before the Lord our OS Know ye. 


« that the Lord He is God, it is He that hath 
made us and not we ourſelves,; we are his 


. and an ſheep. of his puree... ns 


eee n cee bb 1 
us as creatures, there can be no difference as to 
the laws under which we were created, and to 
which- we all owe equal ;obecienge, whether 
we chuſe to pay it or no. Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
* with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ſtrength. Thie is the firſt and 
great commandment. And the ſecond is 
© like, namely this, thou, ſhalt love thy neigh- 
© bour as thyſelf.'* Who en claim exemption 
from theſe commandments? Who can deny. 
their reaſonableneſs, and tendency to ſecure 
the honour of God and happineſs of men? 
The preſervation of theſe laws in our hearts 
and lives would have prevented the neceſſity 
of . others, of all which we may ſay, 
G as 


* Pſalms xcvi and ce. > Mark xii, 30. e 


1 42 J 
as it has been ſaid of the law of Moſes, that 
they were added becauſe of tranſgreffion;** in 
conſequence of the many vices, corraptions, 
and enormities, which have defiled men, and 
diſturbed the world, and which have all ori- 
ginated in the one breach of f the belt mh one 


law of nature.” ' Of £9 nf: wie. 24 


% 
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md de it there be no » Affredes be- 
tween us as we are creatures, and as we are all 
ſubject to the ſame law, Aid if ĩt can be proved 
that we have all broken that law, ir will fol- 
low that there can be no difference in another 
reſpect, and that it is the humbling equality 
which is ſpoken of in the words of the text 
© for all have ſinned and come ſhort of tlie 
© glory of God. The Apoſtle concludes this 
from fact and from Scripture: he appeals to 
the conduct of Jew and Gentile, and examines 
it by the evidences which each had of God, 
the one from the works of his hands, and the 


er from the well of his mouth; 2nd 
proves 


Gal. ui, 19. 8 5 


TT Tu 
© proves or charges both, that they are all 
© under ſin. He then refers them to Scrip- 
ture, as it is written, and after producing 
many paſſages from thence, declaring God's 
Judgments, of men, he adds, * now we know 
© that whatſover things the law ſaith, it ſaith 
© unto them that are under the law, that every 
© mouth. may be ſtopped, and all the world 
© become guilty before God. Therefore by 
* the: deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified 
in his fight, for by the law is the knowledge 
of in. He then ſpeaks of © the righteouſneſs 
of God, not by our performance, but by 
© the faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all and upon 
all them that believe. For there is no differs 
© ence, for all have ſinned and come ſhort of 
the glory of God: and of courfe muſt be 
made righteous: ” faith, or remain ſinners * 


| It is eaſy D the. light of God . not 
1 any other . to trace the ſeeds of ini- 
G 2 quity, 


tat 


auhy, * original or birth ſin, in every man and 
woman born unto the world: their circum- 
ſtances and habits, their inclinations and tem- 
pers may be as different as their faces, but their 
heart, their nature, is one and the ſame. For how 
many might, ſays Dr. South, and without 


doubt would have ſtolen, as Achan did, had the 


© the ſame allurement been played before them? 
* How many might have committed David's 
* murder and adultery, had they been under 
© David's circumſtances? How many might 
© have denied and foreſworn Chriſt with St. 
* Peter, had they been ſurpriſed with the ſame 
danger? How great a part of the innocence 
© of the world is nothing elſe but want of op- 
* portunity to do the wickedneſs they have a 
mind to? And how many forbear ſinning not 
* becauſe God's Grace has wrought upon their 
* wills, but becauſe a merciful Providence has 
10 kept off the occafion? Fs 


. Thes 


$ See fixſt Diſcourſe upon 3 in Dr. South's Sermons, 
vol. 6, P. 144+ edit. 1737. 


tw 

. Theſe very judicious remarks may have 
much ſeverity, but they have no injuſtice, they 
are founded upon the clear decifions of the infal- 
lible God, who hath looked down from heaven 
C upon the children of men, and declared that 
* they are all gone aſide, that they are altogether 
* become, filthy, that there is none that doeth 
good, no not one; and that except a man be 
« born again he can not ſee the kingdom of 
. God. Here are no diſtinctions or excepti- 
ons whatever, the whole world appears, as it is, 
* lying in wickedneſs,” and the earth, * defiled 
with the inhabitants thereof, * no better than 
* common priſon, in which * the Scripture, 
* hath concluded or ſhut up all under ſin, a 
without any difference or inequality. 


And if theſe things are ſo, there is no differ- 
enee in, a fourth reſpect, in as much as it © is 
appointed for all men once to die.” The 
Apoſtle accounts for this by ſaying, * that fin 
t * n into the world and death by ſin, 

c and 


* Pſalm xv, 3. John ii. 3. P Gul. ii 22. 
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and aench hath paſſed upon all men, for chat 
8 all have ſinned, and 1 in Adam all die. 4 


The wick: parts "of: Jeath are thoſe which 
are hidden from the ſight and thought of the 
mere natural man; ſuch as the death of his 
ſpitit, when God's {| pirit is taken away, and the de- 
ſtruction of the whole ſpirit ſoul and body in the 
lake of fire, which is called © the ſecond death.. 
as it follows the death and reſurrection of the 
body. Whether the torments of hell are equal 
in nature or degree, is what I neither wiſh to 
know, nor pretend to determine; ; ſure I am 
(for it is written) that they are equal! in point 
of duration; and as to diſtinctions i in miſery, it is 
no more worth while to dif] pute about them here, 
than it will be to contend for them hereafter. 


Equality "ARG that bumbfiog woes, is 
ſtrictly applicable to that death which preſents 
Itſelf to us every day, and which is known to 
be the appointed end of our preſent exiſtence. 
e 3 


| = Rom. V. 12. 1. Cor. xv. 23. 


| Here all are upon a level. · We ſee that wiſe 
men die as well as the ignorant and fooliſh, — 
I faid ye are gods,” diſtinguiſhed now for 
power and pre- eminence, but ye ſhall die like 


emen.“ There is no difference in a corpſe, 


deer it has lived in a cottage or ſat upon a 


: throme ; but a vaſt difference in the ſtates of 
arted ſouls according to the deeds done in 


the body. The only way,” ſays an excellent 
writer, to form a true judgment of any man's 
<-Shaitibiy taken altogether, is to think upon 


him a little when he is laid in his grave. 


While he is alive we are cheated with a falſe 


opinion of him: our eyes are ſmitten with 
„the ſplendor of his greatneſs, or our pride 
© difguſted- by the poverty of his appearance. 
© But in death there is an end of all delufion.” * 
Here all men' are equal—* like ſheep they are 
c. laid in the grave, death is feeding on them'— 


they are proved to be miſerable mortals © who 


© have come up, and are cut down, like a 
4 flower—their | days a ſhadow—and none 
8 abiding, 


a See Reflexions on 45 life, dk and burial of the Patri- 
archs, by the Rev. William Jones, p. 18, 


[48] 
e gbidin g. There is no difference—it f is ap- * 
* pointed for all men once to die.. Y 


. But after this the judgment! Þ hat "A we. 
are all upon a footing again. Partakers of the 
ſame nature, ſubje& to the ſame law, ſum- 
moned before the ſame ttibunal, and the ſame 
Judge of all the earth, who knows what He 
has given to every creature upon it, and who 
will require of each according as He hath. 
given, Here there can be * no reſpect of per- : 
ſons, no confuſion of right and wrong. For 
we muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat - 

« of Chriſt; that every one may receive the 
« things done in the body, according to that he 
| © hath done, whether good or bad. Here 
there will be no diſtinctions, but between good 
and evil; all that are in the graves ſhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and come forth, 

* they that have done good to the reſurrection, 
2% of ye, and they that have done evil to the re- 
| 2 ſurrection | 


OY 14. Job a xiv. 2. 1 Chron. xxix. 16. Heb. ix. 27. | 
—"DY Cor, v. 10. 


t 


© ſurrection of damnation.“ ; Could We ex- 
elude for a while the things which are.* ſeen and 
temporal, and baniſh ourſelves with St John 
to the iſland of Patmos, with nothing before 
us but the things which. are not ſeen and 
_ © eternal ;? the ame objects might preſent them- 
ſelves to us, which were preſented to him. 
And 1, ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand | 
before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the 
© book. of life; and the dead were judged out 
of thoſe things, which were written in the 
© books, according to their Works. And the 
ſea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
85 death and hell delivered up the dead which 
* were 1 in them: : and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death 
4 and hell were-caſt into the lake of. fire: this 
c is che ſecond death. And whatſoever was 
« not found written in the book of ia! was Caſt 
« into the lake of fire. 
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Ichn v. 9. Rev. xx. 12. 
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Such is the boaſted equality of man! The 
junction of which with the rights of man is 


truly ſurprizing: a ſtrange attempt to connect 
words, which confute each other; and by 
found without ſenſe to blow up a flame, in 


which all things are confouned and diſſolved 


together. That a creature, made by the word 


of his Creator, has a right to live, is undoubt- 


edly true, but this right is received, and de- 


pends upon the will of Him that gave it. 


* Thou takeſt away their breath, they die.“ 


That a creature, who is to live upon earth, hass 
a right to eat what d Le in it for his 
ſupport, is equally true; but this right depends | 


upon his labour, and continuance in that ſtation 
of life, in which it hath pleaſed God to call 
him. For even when we were with you this 
© we commanded you, that if any would not 
* work, neither ſhould he eat. For we hear 


© that there are ſome that walk among you diſ- 


* orderly, working not at all, but are bufy bo- 
dies. Now them that are ſuch we command 
and exhort by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 

© with 


 » Plalm civ. 29. 


T. Fin 
with quletneſs they work, and eat their own 
« bread,” * We have ſuch rights as creatures; 
but as ſinful creatures; we have none from the 
law, but to the pains and penalties annexed to 
the breach of it; and as guilty before God, 
none from Him, but to his indignation and 
© wrath;? and to : diſtruction from his preſence 
and the glory of his power.” In our claims 

to theſe rights there is little or no difference 
at Wen . 


Bor if the MID) equality? may be applica 
to the human nature, it may alſo be applied 
to divine grace: to which all Chriſtians are 
alike. indebted, * being juſtified freely by his 

© grace, through, the eee that] is in Chrif 
1 Jeſus. 


0 | Chiitianity,” RP an able and pious writer, 
63 is an act of grace, ſigned with the royal ſignet 
8 of heaven, to ſet the condemned priſoner e. 
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15 2 Theſſ. ini, 10, 1 I, 12. 
1 ef Pr. Horne, late Biſhop of Norwich. 
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The goſpel, which proclaims this grace, brings 
down and levels with the duſt all forts and 
conditions of men: it teaches the wiſe, the 
mighty, the noble (if any ſuch are called) to 
ſhare it's bleſſings 1 in common with ut e poor; 
whoſe privilege it is; to be evangelized, and 
« choſen rich end and} heirs of the kingdom, 
* which God hath mn to Glan litt Hove 

him. My 5ébÜ 413112 £37 


fins. - 


© Let the brother of low degree rejoice in 
nat he is exalted: 2 but the rich in chat he is 


a made low.“ 19 ales 


4 a 2 1 x 185 * * 


1 The faithful word is, that Jeſus Chriſt 
* came into the world to fave ſinners. What 
effect had this word upon St. Paul? It ranked 
him among ſinners, and conſtrained him to 
add, of whom I am the chief.“ $f He i is leſs 
than the leaſt in his own. eyes; but, he adds, 
6 FF * 2 of God, I; am n what 1 am. It 

is 


a I have retair ed the original * ſuaſiyniorras, which we 
xender © have the Geſpel preached to them. 


James i, g, 10. % Tim. j. 21 Cok. xv, 9,1 10. 


3 


is by free ſover ereign grace, that 1 who was be- 
| forea © blaſphemer, perſecutor, and © injurious,” 
am now a Chriſtian; an puts a ge 


OE 7 8 , #,, LPR: SUE : 2 * 34” Q2 * 2 Fed TA 
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T0. ee the Goſpelof ſong abe of God 
became the one object of his life and %abours ; 
and ſpeaking of the partaleers of this grace, he 
deſcribes them as once © dead in treſpaſſes and 
* fins, | Wherein in time paſt ye walked ac- 
cording to the courſe of this world, according 
dA to the prince of the power of the air, the ſpi- 
_ © rit that now worketh in the children of diſo- 
c bedience: among whom alſo we all had our 
converſation in times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſſi, 
*-fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh and of the 
mind; and were by nature children of wrath 
even as others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in ſins, hath 
* quickened us together with CnkIST. By grace 
ye are ſaved. Of this grace all Chriſtians 
feel the need and enjoyment without difference 
1 Or 


N 1 2 Epheſ. ji, 1, &e. 


| 


| bs; in themſelves, it muſt ſignify to be ab- 
ſolved from iniquities z to be, as the Latins fay, 
rectus in Curia, upright in Court; tried, ae- 
quitted, and found righteous at the Bar of God. 


54 1 


or inequality: - fad in A 
text Fee. WES bet 


To be juſtified is W h ty wr og * 
as the term is applied to thoſe, ho are not 


They who can boaſt of this righteouſneſs have 
nothing to fear and every thing to hope: they 


are the bleſſed of the Lord. «Bleſſed is he 


vhoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe ſin 


is covered. Bleſſed is the man unto whom 


c the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whoſe 
* ſpirit there is no guile. The Apoſtle tells 


us, that David is here deſcribing the blefſed= 


© neſs of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
© righteouſneſs without works.“ Here then 
all Chriſtians are equal, being juſtified by the 


ſame grace, and being partakers of the fame 
1 en ee God, which is by the faith 


_— x of 


« Plalm XXXU, I, 2. . Rom. iv, 6, 75 


* 
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ef Jeſus Chriſt unte all and upon all 
| chem that believe: for there is no difference. 
Hie puts this argument i into the mouth of Titus, 
when he charges hini to put his hearers in mind 
to ſpeak evil of no man. For we ourſelves 
© alſo were ſometime: fooliſh; diſobedient, de- 
t eeived, &e; but after that the kindheſs and 
0 love of God our Saviour towyard man ap- 
; not by worker of righteouſneſs which 
we Have dohe, but according to his mercy, He 
_*faved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
«renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which He ſhed 
on us abundantiy through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Saviour: that being juſtified by his grace we 
might be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. No words can be plainer than 
theſe: they deſcribe us as equal in guilt by na- 
ture, and equal in righteouſneſs by grace: = 
that "through the n amend r 

p 1 


122 


""Redemptida” is the Ss of = WY 


and captives by paying the price of their ran- 
ſom, 


2 Tit. if. 2,7, 


—_ 
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ſom In the Jewiſh @conomy, where all 
things were juſt and equal, as it was the in- 
ſpired copy of a divine original, and the figure 
for a time of the everlaſting kingdom of JSC 
CALs r, the law of redemption was eſtabliſned, 
and the right of it fixed i in the perſon of the 
neareſt kinſman to ſuch as needed it. If a man, 
for inſtance, died childleſs, it was his brother so- 

| fice to marry his widow, in order to protect her 
and preſerve his family. Upon this lay Boaz 
took Ruth to his bed, and ſo became the anceſ- 
tor of David, of hoſe ſeed, according to pro- 
© miſe, God raiſed unto Iſrael a Saviour Jeſus. 
If a man had been injured. in his perſon; , pro- 
perty, or character, if he had loſt his life by 
violence, or fold his patcrnal eſtate through po- 
verty; it was the office of the near kinſman o 
avenge his wrongs, to purſue his murderers, to 
redeem his inheritance, and to ſtand forth in 
cauſe of * and of mercy. * 1 


Buch an inſtitution, wiſe and politic in itſelf, 
points eſpecially to CurrsT Jesv o, in ; whom 


; oy 
18 


7 a See Levit. xxv, and Numb. xxxix. 
— and 


* 
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6 the right and power of redemption. Al- 


lied to the church as her © huſband. bone of our 


c bone,” and © fleſh of our fleſh, in the form 
© of a ſervantand in the likeneſs of men' He un- 
dertakes out cauſe. We have been wronged 
by Satan, having been ſeduced by him as 2 liar, 
having been ſlain by him as a murderer, -e 


have ſold ourſelves for nought,” and bartered 


away our inheritance in the firſt Adam, for fin 
and folly—and ſo we are become poor indeed. 


But CnRIS TH makes our condition his own; He 


takes upon him the ſeed of Abraham, and 


while he gives to God the honour due unto his 
name, and to his law that obedienee which 
eſtabliſhes it for evet, He * redeems us from 
© death,” He ranſoms us from the power of 


the grave,“ He deſtroys the works of the de- 
t vil, He © reſtores our ſouls,” ruined by the 
fall, and raiſes us to the condition and inheri- 
tance of the Sons and Daughters of the Al- 


mighey. 
Behold theſe children of God, which were 


78 ſcattered abroad, gathered together in one, 


1 | and 


1 58 Y LES 
and 1 aſl 3 to what they n their perfect 


recovery in mind, body, and eſtate, their Joy, 
righteouſneſs, and glory, in the preſence and at 


the right hand of God? and with their eyes 


fixed upon JEsUs, they break forth into one 
burſt of applauſe, —* Thou waſt ſlain and haſt 

© redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
* kindred and tongue and people and nation.” 
They are ſay ing with a loud voice, worthy i "I 
the Lamb, that was ſlain, to receive power, 
« and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
honour, and glory, and blefling. Here is 
no difference either of ſtate or opinion, no pre- 
tence to ſuperiority one over another, no men- 
tion of any works or righteouſheſs of their own ; 
but of the blood and worth of Jeſus, to which 
their claim and their debt are 8 they ſing 
and boaſt for ever. 


| Whether there be different degrees of glory, is 

a matter, which I have no curioſity to know, 
nor 1 I any * or authority from 
8 


2 Rev. v. 9, 12. 


1 
Scripture, to diſcuſs or determine. Sure I am, that 
if there be any difference, it can not ariſe from 
any difference of merit in the heirs of glory; 
they are all equal in chis reſpect, having no 
righteouſneſs of their own, and all righteouſneſs 
in their common Redeemer. — They bave had 
* one ſpirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptiſm,”* and are now fully poſſeſſed of one 


common Salvation. ' —They : are faying, © bleſ- 
L ſing and honour and glory and power t to him 


5 that ſitteth ppon the throne, and unto the 
4 Lamb for e ever and ever. And if they ſhould 
be aſked, who is He that ſitteth upon the throne? 
they 7 will anſwer, that they have © been baptiſed 
in 45 name of the Father, the Son, and the 
4 Holy Ghoſt, x and © that which they have be- 
« ieved of the glory. of the Father, the ſame they 
1 have 0 believed of the Son and of the Holy 


© Ghoſt: without any difference or inequality. 
„ 2 1 


x | 


10 {tal bi „Mat. XXVil. 19. D fervice 
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The a ; t equality then may be applied 


: to the Three that bear record in heaven, the 
Farnxnx, the Wonp and the HoLy GOT; 
or theſe Three are One. 2 It may be applied 
to the human race produced according to bis 
counſel, a let us make man. It And it may 
be applied to « the nations of them. that arg 
_ * ſaved,” to all Which c the. thrice Hol x, * who 
appeared in. viſion. to Iiah, and ſaid, . whom | 
* ſhall I ſend, and. who. will 8⁰ for vs “ 20 
ſpoken and Ki, look unto. Me and be y 
. ſaved all the ends of the earth, for I am cod 
8. and there i is none elle. 9925 But has this any. 
thing to do with the tem poral' eltates and 'conn- 


c ditions, the civil qualities and "diſtinQions of 


5 men? Surely not. The very lime book, in 


0 which it is written, that there is no difference 
in the former reſpects, exprefely teaches us the 
many differences that there : are in the latter, 


tn the very ſame verſe, in which God is ſaid 

to haye made of one blood all nations of 

* men to dwell on all the face of the earth,” 
c He 


* 


* John v. Gen. i, Iſaiah vi, 3, 8. Iaiah xlv. 21, 22. 


„ | 
5 He! is ſaid to have * determined the bean of 

© their habitation.” = And that, with reference 
to a moſt ſtriking paſſage i in the book of Deute- 
ronomy,* where God is deſcribed as the © Mos 
Hrn,“ ruling i in the kingdoms and perſons 
of men, and acting with A defign to diſtinguiſh 
his own people from the reſt of mankind. 
e When the Mosr Hier divided to the na- 
c tions their inheritance, when He ſeparated the 
e: ſons of Adam, He ſet the bounds of the peo- 
ple according to the number of the children 
vof Ifrael; for the Lord's portion is his people? 
Well may the Apoſtle ſay to a Chriſtian, and it 
may be ſaid to every creature, who made 
* thee to differ from another? and what haft 
« thou, which thou didſt not receive? Shall 
the thing formed ſay to Him that formell | 
it, why haſt thou made me thus? Hath not 
the potter power ober the clay of the fame ; 
C lump to make one veſſel | unto honour, and 
another to diſhonour ??* 80 that we may be 
of the fame ps. but of of diferrnt conſtruction; 


© made 


Acts xvii, 26, Þ xxxii, 8. 1 Cor. iv, 7. 4 Rom. ix. 20, 213 


4 


— — — — — —— ¶ 


f 62 2 
made of the fame materials, and for 22 ar. 
ferent pur pes. _ | 


5 £c The * and poor meet PTA fays hs 
wiſe man, * the Loxp is the maker of them 
«all.'* And the wiſdom of God declares i in 
the ſame book, By me Kings reign and 
Princes decree juſtice. By me princes rule 
* and nobles, all the judges of the earth. This 
is the wiſdom, which is deſcribed in the 
eighth chapter of Proverbs, as exiſting with 
God from everlaſting, as preſent with Him in 
the. beginning, and acting in the formation of 
all things, What can this be * but CR IST 
* the wiſdom of God?” the © Worp,” whoſe 
glories are ſet forth in the firſt e of 
She Golpel by bt. John? yt cfg arty » 


The commandment, which God Has given, 
© not. to covet,” is a proof, that He bag 
from one what he beſtows upon another; if 
this be not a fact, the commandment is without 
3 reaſon. The — which He has rm 


Prov. xxli. 2. v3 Cor. * 24 · : 


q 63 1 
c to them who are rich ! in this world, to 40 
good, to be rich in good works, 1 to 
diſtribute and willing to communicate, to 
©confider the poor and needy, and give alms 
« of ſuch things as they have,” &c. &c. do not 
imply, that He, © whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, means to make all men equal, but 
rather to preſerve that uſeful inequality, by 
which men are enabled to live for the help and 
ſupport of each other. * The profit of the 
* carth is for all: the King is ſerved by the 
i field.” If he cannot plough, he can pay; ; 
and he may relieve thoſe by his bounty, to 
whom bei is indebted for their labour. | 


When John the Baptiſt appeared in the wil- 
derneſs of Judea, all forts and deſcriptions of 
men came to be taught and baptized by him; 
« the people, the publicans, the ſoldiers : * they 
* aſked him, ſaying, what ſhall we do?” and 
they were directed, not to deſert their ſtations 
and callings, but to ſhun the vices which were 
peculiar to each, as well as to perform the du- 
; ties 
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ties which belonged to them. When his. 


© Logd* and. MasrER' appeared in the world, 
He made no alteration in the outward 4M 
and conditions of men: He was poor himſelf, 
and aſſociated with them that were ſo; but He 
rendered tribute, cuſtom, and honour,” to 
whom they were reſpectively due. When a 
nobleman came to him! in the behalf of his ba, 
and the Centurion in the behalf of his ſer- 
vant, He blamed neither for their rank in life, 
nor the latter for ſaying, * that he had ſoldiers 
* and ſervants under him, and could ſay to one 
go and to another come; but commended him 
rather for the concluſion which he drew from 
his own authority in favour of the power of 
© Jesvs,* and ſaid, I have © not found fo great 
c faith, no not in Iſrael.” * His expreſs words 
are, to render unto Czfar the things which 
* are Cæſar's: » and indeed, if Kings and 
Queens are to be aboliſhed, according to the 
levelling plan of this day WN the 
Lord muſt loſe one of his titles, which is © King 
© of Kings, and the Church one of her pro- 
muſes, 


a John iv. 46. Mat. vii. 8. 9. 10. b Mat. xxii. 21. 


© 66 1 
miſes, that Kings ſhall be her nurſing fathers 
and Qieens her nurſing mothers,” * Let it 
be remembered alſo, that God faith of Cyrus, 
* he is my ſhepherd,” and employs * neathcn 
princes as the proteCtors of his choſen 


pple; -5 


In the eſtabliùment of chat kingdom, which 
ſhall ſtand for ever, the King of it is repre- 
ſented as a man travelling into a far country, 
© who called his own ſervants and delivered to 
© them his goods: to one five talents, to ano- 
i ther two, and to another one.“ And that ac- 
cording to the receipt of each, he expected an 
account on his return. Surely he that has one 
talent is not equal to him that has two nor he 
that has two to him that has five. And yet 
this is God's diſpoſition of things. To aim 
therefore at equality in this life is to oppoſe 
God, to make ail men uleleſs, and to throw 
all things into confuſion. 


K | The 


a Iſaiah xlix, 23, Þ Iſaiah xliv. 28. © Mat, XXV. 14. 
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The Apoſtles, as they were infoired by the 
Spirit, fo have they trod in the ſteps of their 
Maſter : and have left ſuch ample teſtimonies 
in their writings, in favour of order and peace, . 
of contentment and ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, of obedience and ſubjection to the pow= 
© ers on earth as ordained of God,' that it is im- 
poſſible to miſtake their meaning, nay it is im- 
poſſible to give them any meaning, if all men 
are equal, that is, if Kings are not to rule, and 
| Chriſtians are not to obey them. 


1 is abfard to ſuppoſe, that the inſtitution of 
Kings x was peculiar to the Gentile world, and 
unknown to the people of God. Melchiſe- 
dec was King of Salem,“ to whom the patri- 
arch © Abraham gave the tenth of his ſpoils.” 
When the ſeed of Abraham are preſented to- 
© Balaam in the plains of Moab, the Lord his 
© God is with him, and the ſhout of a King is 

* among them. Moſes commanded them a 
* law, and he was King in Jelhurun, when th 


2 heads : 


® Gen. xiv, 18, &c. d Numb. xxiti, 21. 
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© heads of the people, the tribes of Iſrael were 
gathered together.“ He was ſucceeded in 
place and power by Joſhua, with whom God 
engaged to be as He had been with Moſes, and 
to whom the people engaged to be as obedient 
as they had been to his predeceſſor. After the 
death of Joſhua they fell under the govern- 
| ment of judges : but little is recorded to their 
credit during this period. of their hiſtory. The 
treatment of the © Levite's concubine' is marked 
© as ſuch a deed as had not been done nor ſeen 
c * from the day that the children of Iſrael came 
up out of Egypt, unto that day. This was 
preceded by the thefts, ravages, and idolatries 
of Micah and the Danites, and followed by the 
laughter of forty thouſand Iſraelites, and then 
all the Benjamites, except ſix hundred, wo 
had been the firſt aggreſſors, and in the firſt 
outſet conquerors alſo. And all is ſaid to have 
happened when there was no King i in Iſrael, 
© and every man did that which was right in 

their own eyes. Which words are four 
K 2 times 


® Deut, XXXlU, 5. d J udpes XIX, 30. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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times repeated, 2 as expreſſing the cauſe of the 


irregularities and enormities, wiüch prevailed 
amongſt them. 


When Samuel was raiſed up among them, 
and eſtabliſhed a prophet of the Lord, he re- 
proves them, it is true, for their wickedneſs 
in aſking themſelves a King. But this wick- 
edneſs was not a deſire to be governed, (few 
people are guilty of that) but reſiſting the go- 
vernment of God : they were © murmurers and 
* complainers,* and preferred a King of their 


own chuſing to Samuel, whom the Lord had 


appointed to © rule over and admoniſh them.“ 
Saul 1s given to them by * the Lord in his an- 
ger, and taken away in his wrath.” But Da- 


vid is called, © as a man after God's own heart, 


to be King of Iſrael; in whoſe reign, and 1 in 
that of his ſon Solomon, (a Monarch as great 
and abſolute as ever ſwayed a ſceptre) the 


| Jews attained the ſummit of their wealth and | 
ſplendor. | 


They 
* Judges Xvii, 6. xvüi, 1. Xix, 1. xxi, 25. 
3 Sun. ai. 17. — 


„ 
They continued under the government of 
Kings, as long as they continued a people: 
till after having been invaded by the firſt, and 
ſubjected to the three ſucceſſive empires of the 
world, they filled up the meaſure of their ini- 


quities in crucifying their KINO, JEsUs CuRIST. | 


| Soon after which their city and temple were 
deſtroyed, all diſtinctions levelled, and them- 
ſelves diſperſed into every nation under heaven, 

to remain as monuments of the fierceneſs and 
wrath of ALMIGHTY Gop. | 


What has happened to the © Jews has hap- 


pened to the © Greeks? alſo. Travel through 
the deſerts of Aſia Minor, where the wiſdom 
of this world flouriſhed, and, what is more, 


where the wiſdom of God was taught by his 


Apoſtles, and you may trace perhaps here and 
there the ruins of a Doric or Corinthian 'co- 
lumn, but the * Attic? as well as © Chriſtian 
© ſalt hath loſt it's favour.” Athens itſelf is 
but a parcel of huts, inhabited by a rude and 
barbarous people, unacquainted with the com- 


mon arts of admitting the light and excluding 


the 
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the air. Among their heathen anceſtors were 
the emulations of genius, valour, and induſtry, 
among their Chriſtian the better emulation to 
. © excel for the edifying of the church.“ Among 
the preſent race there is an Wand Tote 


can be nothing elſe, 


The attempts of a ftate therefore to equalize 
| it's members are the ſure prognoſtics of it's ruin, 
ſigns, that it has ſeen it's day, has forſaken it's 
God, and is left by Him, to periſh in it's iniquities. 


Neither are we to imagine that in the Church, 
as it exiſts upon earth, all the members are 
equal. The Apoſtle tells us that there are 
.* diverſities of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit; dif- 
* ferences of adminiſtrations, but the ſame 
* Lord; and diverſities of operations, but the 
* ſame God which worketh all in all.“ He 
compares the Chriſtian to the natural body; 
which is one, and hath many members, and 
to each it's particular office and tation aſſigned.- 


* theſe members, and they ceaſe to be 
uſeful, 


* 


4 See 1. Cor. XU. 
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uſeful, or de has: to one, the 1 body 
to an ear or an eye, an!? you reform an orga- 
nized and well tempered body, into a maſs of 
inert and ſhapeleſs matter. 


From ſuch * rights of man' to mend the 
works of God, ſuch liberty and equality,” 
gocd Lord deliver us ! 


And now, to conclude the whole, ſhould 
theſe pages fall into the hands of the rich, the 
mighty, the noble of this world, ye will ac- 
knowledge, I hope, that however they may 


© bring ſtrange things to your ears, they offer | 


no affront to your perſons : they render all that 


is due to your rank and pre-eminence among 
men : and if they did not, they would not ſpeak 
as the oracles of God. Long may ye have theſe 
things and enjoy them ! But it is not the deſign 


of a ſermon to flatter or deceive you, to raiſe 
you above the level of creatures, who muſt give 


an account of yourſelves unto God, who have | 


his law, his goſpel, his judgment before you, 
and who are taught, that * to whomſoever 
much 
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much is given of him much will be required. u. 


Can any circumſtances whatever make a dif- 7 


ference,” where the Scriptures have ſaid © there 
js none? © FOR ALL HAVE SINNED AND COME 
* SHORT” OF THE GLORY. OF Gop; BEING Jos- 


© TIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE THROUGH 
© THE REDEMPTION THAT 18 IN Cuxler 


Irsus.“ 


Beware then, leſt God take thee away with 
© a ſtroke, and then a great ranſom cannot 
deliver thee, will he eftcem thy riches ? 


no not gold, nor all the forces of thy ſtrength. 1 


© Produce your cauſe, faith the Lord, bring 
forth your ſtrong reaſons, faith the God of 
Jacob;' but, who of you can anſwer or avoid 
the queſtion, what ſhall a man be profited if 


he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his 


© own {oul?** Can any birth exempt thee from 
the neceſſity of © being born again? Can any 


| ſituations raiſe thee above God's command- 


ment, © REMEMBER THE SABBETH DAY To 
* KEEP 


a Luke xii, 43, Job xxxvi. 18, 19, © Iſaiah xli. 21. 
4 Mat, xvi. 26. 


t 1 


eERETP It toy ? Or is any perſon reſpected 
in the commiſſion of Jeſus? * go ye forth into 
« all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptiſed 
© ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not ſhall | 


be damned. 122 


"0 Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings, be in- 
© ſtructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the 
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
© Kits the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh 
c © from the way, if his wrath be kindled but a 
* little : bleſſed are all they chat put their truſt 


© in him.“ 


Again, whoever thou art that readeſt theſe 
pages, do them the juſtice to acknowledge that 
it is not their deſign to diſturb or diſſatisfy you 
about temporal things, or to diſſuade you from 
doing your duty or ſeeking happineſs in that 
ſtation of life, in the which it hath pleaſed God 
to call you: the very reverſe is their aim, to 


convince you that uſefulneſs and ſucceſs are to 
: L + Je be 
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be ſought and found! in, no other ſtation. But 
the great truths which they would inculcate 
upon thee are, that thou art a ſinner by nature, 
that thou canſt be juſtified only by Grace, and 
that. none but Ixsus can fave thee. 


As to the poor, if you are chriſtians, of 


What can you complain? * Hath not God 
© choſen the poor of this world rich in faith, 


* and heirs of the kizgdom_ which He hath 
promiſed to them that love Him ?* Hath 
He not delivered you from a great hardſhip? | 
© how hardly do they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God ? Hath he not 
ſanctified your ſtate, © by himſelf becoming 
* poor,” and accompliſhing * through his po- 
« verty, what no riches of this world, nor 
even tne riches of his Godhead, could 
bave done without it?“ Rejoice then in 
your conformity to CHRIST IJIESsus, and in 
the © goſpel which is preached to you. Look 


for mercy to Him, who remembered us in our 


low eſtate, and © hath redeemed us from our 
enemies; 


a James ii. v. * Mark x. 23. 
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c enemies; who raiſeth up tha poor out of the 
« duſt, and lifteth the needy out of the dung. . 
« hill; that He may ſet him with princes, even 
with the Princes of his people,” K a 


Laſt, as to all Chriſtian readers, "Gli 

« that ye are fellow citizens with the ſaints and 
of the houſhold of God,” and then all diſ- 
tinctions of this life will appear beneath you: 
in the aſſemblies of the ſaints, at leaſt, let them 
be forgotten. Have not the faith of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Lord of Glory, with re- 
* ſpect of perſons,* look deeper than to the 
gold ring and goodly apparel' of one wor- 
ſhipper, or than to © the vile raiment of another.“ 
© Receive ye one another, as Chriſt hath re- 
© ceived us, to the glory of God.” Salute one 
another with; bratherly kindneſs, and © walk 
© together in love. Let the potſherd ſtrive 
with the potſherds of the earth,“ but 
let © our fellowſhip be with the Father, and 
: with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Let us renounce 
| © the 


* 2 Cor. viii. 9. Plalm cxxxvi. 23, 24. exiii. 7, 8. 
James ii. 1, 2, 3, © Liaiah xlv. 9. 


1 1 1 


a ole hidden things of darkneſs,” the din of po- 
litics, and tlie noiſe of folly, and let us dwell 1 in 
« the light, as God is in the light, that · we may 
© have fellowſhip one with another in a peace- 
© able. habitation, in ſure dwellings, and in 
quiet reſting places. And that, inſtead of 
being * conſumed in the iniquities of the 
world, we may have it to ſay, that © the 
blood of - Je8vs Curr, the So af: Gon, 
© hath cleanſed us from all ſin. “ | 


To 0 Him wich the; Faber and ts Holy 
Ghoſt, three perſons i in one- Jehovah, be equal 
and everlaſting n. Amen. ; 


1 Jon 1. 
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